CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 12th DECEMBER 2002. 

Present:  
Bill Withall 
:   Chairman


Diane Merritt



David Brown               



Jonathan Sykes 





Jim Gale




David Clark  :  Parish Clerk
In attendance :
P.C's  John Davies and Claire Wallace of Tidworth Division.

ITEM 1: APOLOGIES

11
WCC Cllr D Lay, KDC Cllr P Veasey,  Cllr W Shaw

ITEM 2 :  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

2.1
None.

ITEM 3 :  SEKCAF COMMUNITY BUS PROPOSAL
3.1
The Chair reminded members that the detail of this proposal had already been circulated ( and were to be attached to these minutes) and that Steve Miles (KDC Cllr for the Tidworth Ward and the proposer) was present to add flesh to the bones of the idea. He then opened the meeting to Mr Miles.  Discussion followed.  The following key points are recorded here. The target for introduction of the Bus is 2004.  Mr Miles wishes to form a Working Group from amongst all the SEKCAF Councils. The first task to undertake a feasibility study and explore possible funding grant support. Invitations to take part will be issued early in 2003.  The Chair then thanked Mr Miles for his presentation and undertook to give the invitation to participate a fair wind when received in the new year.

ITEM 4 : APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

4.1
The minutes of the meeting on 7 November 2002 were approved.  Proposed by J Gale, seconded by J Sykes.

ITEM 5 : MATTERS ARISING  
5.1
Tibbs Meadow - Hedging  J Sykes advised that he had had the hedging trimmed.

6.1
Audit of 2001/02 Accounts    The Clerk confirmed that he had advised Mrs Orlick, Internal Auditor, of the outcome and the thanks of the Council.

ITEM 6 :  CLERK'S EXCESS HOURS SUPPLEMENT
6.1
The Chair referred to the briefing which he had circulated prior to the meeting (now placed on record with these minutes) and proposed that on this basis a supplement of £727 should be paid forthwith to the Clerk to compensate for the excess hours worked during the 12 months ending 4 July 2002.    He recorded that this cost was the lowest  of all those arising from the formulas examined.

6.2
He noted that, in doing so, the Council would retain the flexibility to annually review it's position on such supplements, and safeguard the position of the Clerk by continuing to pay his salary based on the appropriate scale rate published by NALC.  

6.3
J Gale asked that the minutes record that the Clerk had regarded the costs arising from the other formulas as excessive and proposed the use of this lowest cost formula. Also that in his view this was a generous gesture.   He then seconded the proposal which was duly agreed.

ITEM 7 :  CLERK'S SALARY
7.1
The Chair noted that the way was now clear for approval of the Clerk's salary for the year at £1321 as proposed and briefed at the last meeting. See item 6.2 of Minutes of Nov 2002 Meeting.  He therefore proposed approval; seconded by  D Brown and agreed. 

ITEM 8 : THE CRIME & DISORDER ACT 1998 - SECTION 17
8.1
The Chair noted that the NACRO/CA 'Practical Guide for Parish Councils' and associated briefing had been issued to all Members by the Clerk on 14 November and had completed circulation on  28 November. He then proposed that the statement of intent set out in the agenda  should be adopted and included in Standing Orders.  Seconded by D Brown and agreed. 

8.2
It was noted that some training would be provided in due course by WALC but, regardless, it was agreed that advice should be sought from the Community Safety Partnership wherever a possible Crime and Disorder implication was identified.

8.3
Following a point raised by D Brown,  it was agreed that a pro-active approach was to be pursued. To this end the Community Safety Partnership should be approached each year and, taking into account input from Neighbourhood Watch/Police interests the C&D Act position in the community should be reviewed.

ITEM 9 : FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 - PUBLICATION SCHEME
9.1
The Chair noted that the Information Commissioner's guidance on the requirements placed on Parish Councils and associated briefing had been issued to all Members by the Clerk on 17 November and had completed circulation on  28 November. He then proposed that the Council should adopt the 'Parish Council Model Scheme' and that content should be the 'Core Class of Information'.  This was seconded by A Holroyd and agreed.  The Clerk undertook to submit the agreed form and content to the Information Commissioner for approval.  

9.2
 Turning to the associated administrative arrangements, it was agreed that -following receipt of approval from the I.C. - the following should be done:-

9.2.1
Publication of the Scheme should be made promptly by display on the official notice board and through the Chute Chronicle- the latter may be done jointly with CFPC.

9.2.2
The content of the published scheme should be reviewed at intervals.  This should be ensured by placing the requirement in Standing Orders (which should be reviewed in total each year at or following the Annual Meeting.) 

ITEM 10 : WCC RIGHTS OF WAY IMPROVEMENT PLAN
10.1
A draft response to the WCC request for input to their review based on a 'heirarchical' approach, produced by W Shaw, was discussed and was agreed to be an appropriate summary.  However, it was felt that a more detailed response providing the Council's assessment of each RofW should be provided rather than delayed any further beyond the original deadline.  It was agreed that, since the detail was available, an informal working group would meet on 17 December 02 to put this detail into a form appropriate to send to WCC.

 ITEM 11 :  FOOTPATH 18 - PROPOSED DIVERSION
11.1
The case for the diversion, circulated with the Agenda, was discussed. Key comments centred on the fact that the dwellings on the site had always been in the same relative position to the footpath: also, horses and, on occasion livestock, had used the paddock for many years.    Therefore,  putting aside the fact that a new single dwelling had now replaced the original two (semi-detached) dwellings, nothing had changed. The proposal was therefore unanimously rejected.  The Clerk to advise WCC and, given the informal form of the WCC approach, to seek advice of the next steps in the process.

ITEM 12 :  ANONYMOUS DONATION - USE
12.1
The Chair advised that the quotes received for notice boards seemed excessive. He  would seek local quotations and report back.

ITEM 13 :  SEKCAF MEETING OF 2 DEC 2002
13.1
D Brown reported on the above meeting:  the minutes will now be circulated.  He noted the possible availability of funding for youth projects and the role of the Council in encouraging action by community groups.  He also noted that Chute Forest PC was now to have a representative on SEKCAF. 

ITEM 14 : EMERGENCY PLANNING OFFICER
14.1
The Chair stated he was still actively seeking a volunteer and would report back.

ITEM 15 :  NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
15.1
The Chair welcomed PC John Davies who introduced PC Claire Wallace.  The continuing improvement in crime figures was noted and applauded.   Turning to Neighbourhood Watch:  the Chair noted that some community effort was required to ensure that the Scheme continued to operate effectively.  He proposed to have detail of all Parish co-ordinators published, checked, and any gaps identified and addressed.  Further liaison with the Police was anticipated by January/February.    Action : Chair/W Shaw.
ITEM 16 :  APPROVAL OF  EXPENDITURE 

16.1
The items proposed in the agenda were approved: proposed by J Sykes, Seconded by A Holroyd.   These in addition to the approval at Item 6 above.

ITEM 17 :  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
17.1
 Flood Risk -  The Clerk recorded that that the KDC Principal Engineer had advised that the Parish is regarded as Low Risk and they will use PC contacts (Chair and Clerk) should it become necessary. 

17.2
Interaction with Public Event Safety Groups - The Clerk noted the WCC advice of  extension of these groups which work closely with Licensing Officers.  A KDC one is to form and we are requested to advise of functions planned.  KDC Licensing Department, had now looked into the community's  village hall and fete activities and advised that there is no action required - for the moment at least - "it is a matter of scale" 

17.3
Precept for FY 2003/04  - The Clerk recorded that although the deadline for receipt by KDC is 12th January,  the  Finance Services Manager is content to wait for result of our 16th January Meeting.

17.4
Allotments -  The Clerk recorded that KDC Legal Services had confirmed that the duty is to provide a 'sufficient'  number of allotments and that our provision of three is sufficient.  Fairness would of course demand maintenance of a waiting list where applications exceed availability. 

17.5
Playing Field Committee Accounts - FY 2001/02
The Clerk recorded advice from the Chair of the PFCttee that the accounts had been prepared and that he wished to present them to Council in person.  Earliest convenient meeting date is 20th February.

17.6
Planning  The Clerk advised of the submission of the NZ/Crystal Palace application to the Secretary of State - letter to be circulated.   He also made available his record of all application in-year and their outcome as known to date.

17.7
Notice of Appointments   D Brown advised of his appointment as Director of Tidworth & District Chamber of Commerce also as Director of Tidworth Development Trust - he would be making the appropriate declaration to KDC forthwith.

 17.8
Playing Field Cttee Representative   The Chair advised that Mr J Burden (Jnr) had accepted nomination as the Council's second member.   R Cherrington had been advised.

17.9
The Chair then noted that the next meeting was scheduled for the 16th January 2003 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting.
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